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About

ECPAT 

International

Largest influencing network focused on
ending all forms of sexual exploitation of
children

Over 30 years pushing for critical systemic
and necessary social changes to end
SEC together with all relevant stakeholders

Based in Bangkok, the ECPAT Secretariat
coordinates research, advocacy and action



A global network of civil society organisations

122 member organizations ● 104 countries



Global challenges to technology-facilitated sexual exploitation 
of children

• Fulfilment of children's rights
Ensure the right to self-report 
CSAMs (despite family and 
cultural norms)

• Adequate legal framework and implementation
Strong regulation for OCSEA-related crimes with 
proper commitment and knowledge from law 
enforcement.

• Involving new 
stakeholders
Incipient gaming 
industry & fast-
changing tourism 
sector.

• Rethinking sexual exploitation of 
children issues incorporating the 
online dimension, different victims' 
sensibilities (children with disabilities), 
and new social dynamics (online drug 
selling) while adopting a victims-based 
approach. 



Emerging issues: Data protection & sexual exploitation of 
children 

Obligation to: 

• Assess the risk of their services being misused for online child sexual abuse

• Adopt mitigation measures

➢ If despite mitigation, risks continue - national courts could issue an order with the obligation to 
detect, report and remove CSAMs executed by installing technologies (including on end-to-end 
encryptions apps) subjected to certain safeguarding policies

• Australia (Online Online Safety Act 2021), the UK (strengthening Online Safety Bill) 

Self-regulation has not worked in the EU (where 60% of global CSAMs is hosted) 

• May 2022: the European Commission released a proposal for a Regulation to Combat and Prevent Child Sexual 
Abuse targeting online services providers offering services in the EU



Framing the debate as an opposition between 
the right to privacy 

vs. 
the right of the child to live a life free from violence, 

abuse, neglect and exploitation 
is trivial. 

• Survey in 8 EU Member States (2021)

• 76% agree to give some of their privacy online
to allow for automated technologies to detect
material containing child sexual and
exploitation & detect other signs of child
sexual exploitation

• 68% support EU to introduce legislation

Emerging issues: Data protection & sexual exploitation of children -
Project Beacon 

We need both

We want both 



Emerging issues: Climate crisis & sexual exploitation of children

• Sexual exploitation of children 
is a coping mechanism

• Climate change provokes 
displacement and conflicts, 
where SEC is a systematic 
consequence

• Disruption of services due to 
crisis (as seen with Covid-19) 
reduce the safety net around 
children and therefore, reduce 
reporting and monitoring 



Emerging issues: Displacement of population & sexual 
exploitation of children

• Focus on Sexual Violence and Gender-based violence, which does not serve 
properly the specific dynamic of SEC

• Proved systemic nature of sexual exploitation of children in humanitarian contexts

• We continue failing  these children as we are still asking for evidence before 
acting



What is needed  to make a difference 
in the life of children affected by sexual exploitation

Laws & policies

Budget 

Reporting
mechanisms 

Strategies and 
plans of action

Access and quality of services

Empowerment

Community-based approaches

Implementation
of policies and laws

Safety by design

Opportunities 
to improve 

our
Impact



➢ They are most likely to disclose to trusted
people

➢ Almost no children surveyed turned to the
police, helplines or social workers

*depending on country

• Up to 20%* of children are subjected to clear
examples of OCSEA;

• Offenders are most often people known to the
child;

• Children are being targeted online & offline.

• About 1 in 3 children did not tell anyone about
their experiences. When they do:

What is needed  to make a difference 
in the life of children affected by sexual exploitation

➢ When online, through social media.

Similar findings across countries: 



What is needed
to make a difference 
in the life of children 
affected by sexual 
exploitation

Closer to children, actions are not child-
friendly.

Self-regulation has not worked

Sexual reproductive health and 
education.

Shared responsibility by all relevant
stakeholders

Digital literacy.



We need greater accountability for children
We need to make sure our actions trickle down to them
We need them to inform the way forward
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